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Peter and Mary (Arendt) Tharnish
Courtesy of Marcella (Tharnish) Peters
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THE PETER THARNISH AND MARY ARENDT FAMILY

Peter THARNISH
Born: 07 Jul 1841, Sheldon, Wyoming Co., NY
Died: 01 Jan 1912, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
Buried: Holy Trinity Cemetery, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
& Spouse: Mary ARENDT?
Born: 10 Jun 1841, Nagam, Luxembourg
Died: 17 Mar 1924, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
Buried: Holy Trinity Cemetery, Exira, Audoin Co., IA
Married: 04 or 06 Feb 1866, St. Cecilia Catholic Church, Sheldon, Wyoming Co., NY

CHILDREN

IM: John Henry THARNISH
Born: 06 Mar 1867, Sheldon, Wyoming Co., NY
Died: 14 Jul 1956, Auburn, Sac Co, IA

Buried: St. Mary Cemetery, AuboirSac Co., IA
& Spouse: Philomena Rose ROTH
Born: 31 Dec 1877, Mt. Carmel, Carroll Co., IA
Died: 11 May 1955, Auburn, Sac Co., IA
Buried: St. Mary Cemetery Auburn, Sac Co., IA
Married: 15 orl8 May 1896, St. Boniface Catholic Church, Ex#nadubon Co.
2 F. Mary Ann THARNISH
Born: 10 Aug 1869, Sheldon, Wyoming Co., NY
Died: 26 Apr 1925, Rochester, MN
Buried: Holy Trinity Cemetery, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
& Matthias (Mathew) fAMatto THI ELEN

Born: 21 Sep 1865, Obersgegen, Riamel Province, Germany

Died: 14 Sep 1915, Exira, Audubon Co., IA

Buried: Holy Trinity Cemetery, Exira, Audubon Co., IA

Married: 20 Feb 1895, St. Boniface Catholic Church, Exira, Audubon Co.
3M: Henry Anthony THARNISH

Born: 14 Nov 1871, Kira, Audubon Co., IA

Died: 06 May 1935, Yankton, Yankton Co., SD

Buried: St. Lugar Catholic Cemetery, Creighton, Knox Co., NE
& Spouse: Elizabeth NEPPER

Born: 19 Feb 1875, Festina, Winneshiek Co., IA

Died: 02 Jan 1956, Creighton, Kn®@o., NE

Buried: St. Ludger Catholic Cemetery, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

Married: 16 Jan 1895, St. Boniface Catholic Church, Exira, Audubon Co.
Continued

&Variations of the name are: Annie Marie, Mary Anne Arend aafiror Arrand

The name of the St. Boni face Church was change
because the German, Irish and Luxembourgian families all wanted different names for the church, based on

their ethnic patron Saint. The three éthgroups eventually agreed on the name Holy Trinity
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4M: Catherine THARNISH
Born: 28 Sep 1873, Audubon Co., IA
Died: 30 Mar 1942
Buried: Holy Trinity Cemetery, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
& Spouse: Albert Neal SOUTH

Born: 06 Oct 1865Clay Township, Harrison Co., IA
Died: 05 Jan 1917, Council Bluff®ottawattamie Co. IA
Buried: Rose Hill Cemetery, Missouri Valley, Harrison Co., IA
Married: 24 Oct 1900, St. Boniface Catholic Church, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
5F: Anna THARNISH
Born: 16 May 1879, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
Died: 19 Feb 1937, Le Mars, Plymouth Co., IA
Buri ed: St . Cat herinebs Catholic Church C
& Spouse: John KOMMES
Born: 24 Sep 1874, Leichen, Luxembourg
Died: 20 Aug 1958, Le Mars, Plymouth Co., IA
Buri ed: St . Cat herinebs Catholic Church C
Married: 13 Feb 1901, St. Boniface Catholic Church, Exira, Audubon Co.
6M: Peter Valentine THARNISH
Born: 02 Sep 1882, Greeley TwAudubon Co., 1A
Died: 26 Dec 1951, Des Moines, Polk Co., IA

Buried: Glendale Cemetery, Des Moines, Polk Co., 1A
& Spouse: Anna Kathryn MERTES

Born: 14 Feb 1889, Rural Audubon Co., IA

Died: 30 Oct 1962, Des Moines, Polk Co., IA

Buried: Glendale Cemetery, Des Moines, Polk Co., 1A

Married: 29 Sep 1908, St. Boniface Catholic Church, Exira, Audubon Co.
7F: Cecelia THARNISH

Born: 29 Mar 1884, Exira, Audubon Co., 1A

Died: 08 Feb 1936, Wiggins, Morgan Co., CO

Buried: Holy Trinity Cemetery, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
& Spouse: John McNALLY

Born: 16 Jan 1870, Marengo, lowa Co., IA

Died: 27 Jun 1948, Carroll, Carroll Co., IA

Buried: Holy Trinity Cemetery, Exira, Audubon Co., IA

Married: 21 Feb 19 2QatholiSGhurchJDeshMoides, Polk Co.,

4 An obituary lists the year as 1884, the 1900 census lists the year as 1886, other sources list 1885
and her tombstone lists 1873 as reported on findagrave.com.

Before Peter married Mary Arendt in 1866, he served nearly three years in New
Y o r k d"sindepéhdent Regiment Battery from August 27, 1862, to July 31,
1865. The regiment was responsible for defending New Orleans, LaFourche and

New | beri a, Loui siana. Peterds grsandchild
Civil War stories. Mary Kathryn (Thielen) Shaw remembered that her
grandf at her Adrove a wagon hauling cannons
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buddy sitting at his side was killed, but grandpa was lucky as only his hat was
hit.o

The regiment mustered out in 1865 at Rochester, New York. In February of the

foll owing year Peter and Mary were married
Church. Four years later Peter and Mary and their two first-born children, three-

year-old John Henry and nine-month-old Mary Ann, left Wyoming County, New

York, to homestead out West because the Federal government gave Civil War

Veterans 160 acres of land in the West. It is reported that they traveled from

New York to Dubuque, lowa, near the lllinois, Wisconsin and lowa borders by

train and then into lowa in a covered wagon. They arrived in Cascade, Dubuque

Co., lowa, on April 3rd 1870.

Transcribed 1870 United States Federal Census about Peter Tornish
Home in 1870: Cascade, Dubuque, lowa
Household Members: Name and Age
PeterTornish, 29 John H. Tornish, 3
Mary A Tornish, 30 Mairy Tornish, 10/12

The next year after a brief stay in Cascade they purchased a farm in Greeley
Township in Audubon County where they lived and raised their family of seven
children. In 1896 Peter and Mary and their two youngest daughters Anna and
Cecilia moved to Exira, Audubon County, because their farm became part of the
original town of Audubon, lowa.

The 1900 Federal Census reports that a Wisconsin-born butter maker and an
lowa-born dressmaker were also living with the family in Exira. By 1910,
according to the Federal Census of that year, Cecilia was their only child living in
the home.

Transcribed 1910 United States Federal Census About Peter Tharnish
Home in 1910: Exira, Audubon, lowa
Houshold Members: Name and Age
Peter Tharnish, 68
Mary A Tharnish, 68
Cecelia M Tharnish, 25

I n 1912 Peter succumbed to a paralytic stro
Day after an illness of three years . Peter was survived by his wife and all seven

children who, all but his son Henry Anthony, lived in lowa. Henry had moved to

Creighton, Nebraska. Mary continued to live in Exira with her daughter Cecilia

and a boarder who were both salesladies in a department store. Mary passed

away in 1924 and is buried next to Peter in the Holy Trinity Cemetery in Exira.

' From: http://www.ancestry.com/
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Peter and Mary were truly pioneer settlers of Audubon County.

Peter Tharnish In His Civil War Uniform
Courtesy of Marcella (Tharnish) Peters
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Peter and Mary raised seven children. Those that were united in marriage in
Exira were married in the St. Boniface Roman Catholic Church. The name of the
church was later changed to Holy Trinity Catholic Church because the German,
Irish and Luxembourgian families all wanted different names for the church,
based on their ethnic patron Saint. The three ethnic groups eventually agreed
upon the name Holy Trinity.

Son John Henry Tharnish (1867-1956) and Spouse Philomena Roth (1877-1955)

John Henry traveled from Dubuque Co., lowa, to Audubon County, lowa, in a
covered wagon with his parents and baby sister Mary Ann. According to his
obituary at the age of 19 (about 1886) he returned to New York for a period of six
years. He then returned to lowa (about 1892) where on 15 May 1895 he married
Philomena Roth, the daughter of Peter Roth and Catherine Richards, at St.
Boniface Catholic Church in Exira. They farmed near Exira for six years and
then near Redfield, Dallas County for seven years before moving to Coon Valley
Township, Sac Co. lowa in 1907. In 1918 they finally settled northwest of Auburn
in Sac Co.

John Henry passed away 14 July 1956. His wife Philomena passed away 11
May 1955. Both are buried in St. Mary Catholic Cemetery, Auburn, lowa. Their
18-year-old son Peter passed away earlier in 1917 when he accidentally
drowned.

John Henry and Philomena raised a family of two sons and three daughters. The
family except for their son Peter is enumerated in the 1925 lowa State Census.

Transcribed 1925 lowa State Census Collection About John Tharnish?
Residence County: Sac Locality: Coon Valley
Household Members: Name and Age

John Tharnish 57 Catherina Tharnish 19
Phelomena Tharnish 48 Philamena Tharnish 17
Lewis A Tharnish 27 Lucile Tharnish 10

2 From: http://www.ancestry.com/
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John Henry Tharnish And His Sister Mary Ann Tharnish
Courtesy of Joe Shaw
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John Henry Tharnish and Philomena Rose Roth Wedding
to L: John, Phil omena, Louis Roth (brideds b
Courtesyof Joan (Geier) Goeser

John and Philomena (Roth) Tharnish"38edding Anniversary
Courtesy of Joan (Geief}oeser

17



John H. Tharnish and Philomena (Roth)
Tharnish Obituaries

"

e V"‘n

John -H. -;-lj‘_haqﬁ'aﬁ,-&;»a. resident
of Sac County Tor héarly.50 years:
die at-‘his-farm home 4% miles
North ofAubnm at 2:50 A. M. July-
14, 4956:. He succumbed to a stroke:
which he’ suffered “Tuesday after
belng in il health for three years.

Funeral services were held at’
9:30 A. M.
Church- in Auburn. The Rev. Jer.
‘ome- Koeni’g was the celebrant’ of
the Reqnlem High Mass. Pall Beals;
were: Chris Pudenz, Frank Smith,"
Gene Hann, Henry Hagadorn, Al
bert Ellerbrock and Bill Ener-
brock. . -

“‘John- Henry-Tharmsh the son of" s, ’h{ml at. M‘t- -
Peter Tharnish and Mary Arnt: -.-’-.__'y _ I_Sheﬁ@t nﬂ?flvicw Slhie rw:as
was born May 6, 1867, at Sheldon,: T

Wyoming County, New York.

in 1870 he came with his fam—
ily in a covered wagon to Exira,
-lowa. Here he recelived  his early
schooling . and was employed in a
livery stable at Audubon for about
- two years.

-At -the age of 19 he returned:
te New York -where he spent six:-
: years. - Returning to lowa. he was
married on May 18, 1895, to Phil-.
omena- Roth at St Bonlfaees‘
Church at Exira; Towa. :

Mr. and Mrs. -Tharnish farmed
near  Exira six years. -and mnear
Redfield seven years. They moved
to Goon Valley Township .in 1907
and into the present home nnrth-.
west of Auburn in 1918.

WMr. Tharnish is survived by a
son, kouis of Auvburn, and three
daughtsrs, catherine' of Auburn,-
Mts.‘_ _Joseph -(Philomena) - Miller
|-of - Lohrville, “Mrs. John - (Luciile)
Geier of Breda and six grandchiid-
ren. s
-He was m‘et:eede«tlL in death by
his wife on May 11, 1955, a son
Peter - in 1917, his _parents, two
brothers: and -four. sisters.

l He was a member of St. Mary’s
Parish at Auburn, and. the son:
[of a Civil War veteran. -
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Courtesy of Marcella (Tharnish) Peters
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Son Louis Andrew THARNISH
Born: 11 May 1897, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
Died: 20 Jan 1989, Lake City, Calhoun Co., IA
Buried: St. Mary Catholic Cemetery, Auburn, Sac Co., IA
& Spouse: Helena Christina HANN
Born: 08 Jan 1899, St. Marie, Jasper Co., IL
Died: 21 Dec 1988, Lake City, Calhoun Co., IA
Buried: St. Mary Cemetery, Auburn, Sac Co., IA
Married: 10 Feb 1926, St. James the Baptist Catholic Church, Somonauck,
DeKalb Co., IL
Son Martin Peter THARNISH
Born: 22 Feb 1899, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
Died: 01 Jul 1917, Near Sac City, Sac Co., IA
Buried: St. Mary Cemetery, Auburn, Sac Co., 1A
Daughter Catherine THARNISH
Born: 19 Aug 1905, Redfield, Dallas Co., IA
Died: 27 Aug 1989, Carroall, Carroll Co., IA
Buried: St. Mary Cemetery, Auburn, S@o., IA
DaughterPhi | omena #APhil 6 Mary THARNI SH
Born: 06 Jan 1908, Coon Valley Twp., Sac Co., IA
Died: 06 Sep 2003, Carroll, Carroll Co., IA
Buried: St. Joseph Roman Catholic Cemetery, Lohrville, Calhoun Co., IA
& Spouse: Joseph Leo MILLER Jr.
Born: 14 Mar 1909, Rural Lohrville, Calhoun Co., IA
Died: 28 Jul 1997, Lake City, Calhoun Co., IA
Buried: St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery, Lohrville, Calhoun Co., IA
Married: 28 Apr 1936, St. Mary Catholic Church Auburn, Sac Co., IA
Daughter Lucille Marie THARNISH
Born: 04 Jul 1914, Coon Valley Twp., Sac Co., IA
Died: 27 Apr 2009, Carroll, Carroll Co., 1A
Buried: St. Bernard Roman Catholic Cemetery, Breda, Carroll Co., 1A
& Spouse: John AJacko Gerhard GEI ER
Born: 28 Apr 1910, BredaCarroll Co., 1A
Died: 22 Jan 1994, Carroll, Carroll Co., IA
Buried: St. Bernard Roman Catholic Cemetery, Breda, Carroll Co., 1A
Married: 28 Apr 1936, St. Mary Catholic Church, Auburn, Sac Co., IA

John Henry and PBRbuleméhads €833 #8990 listedvhis
occupation as a farm laborer in the 1915 lowa State Census. His annual income
in 1914 was $250.00. He had planned to leave for the Army during World
War | on November 11, 1918, so he never had a chance to serve in the
Great War. In 1926 he married lllinois-born Helena Hann at the St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church in Somonauk, DeKalb Co., lllinois. Louis and Helena
raised a family of two daughters: Marcella and Virginia, and one son, John.
Their first-born child died as an infant.

Louie and Helen were active in their community and particularly in St.
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Mary's Catholic Church in Auburn. They had many, many friends in their
church, in the Auburn community and among their neighbors in the farming
area. They were always happy to lend a helping hand to anyone in need,
and their children remember that during the depression their parents never
refused a meal to any transient who was hungry.

Louie was an excellent dancer and all of the ladies loved to be his partner
on the dance floor. They enjoyed playing cards and as a couple they
belonged to many card clubs. Louie also loved to hunt and fish and his
children remember many fishing trips that they took with their dad to
Blackhawk Lake in Lake View, lowa. The children also remember that
Mother was a wonderful cook, and the daughters remember to this day the
smell of freshly baked bread and their mother's famous pecan rolls. Her
pies were always in demand at the church socials. Helen and Louie
always put the needs of their family before their own personal desires and
bothwerepar ti ci pants in their childre

The joy of their lives was to have their two granddaughters come for the
summer. They had two ponies that they could hitch to a wagon and also a
sleigh. In the winter they took the sleigh to town so Santa could ride in it
and give gifts to the children

After Louie's parents died, they bought the family farm, and it has now
been in the Tharnish family for over 95 years. Louie was always happiest
on the farm. Louie and Helen made trips to Arizona to visit their daughter
Marcella and grandchildren, but he always wanted to get back to Auburn.
He loved to drive the tractor. In fact he was still driving the tractor when he
was 90 years old. When his son said he was too old to drive, Louie told
his wife he was ready to die. They passed away 30 days apart after having
celebrated their 62" wedding anniversary.

Louis And Helena (Hann) Tharnish
Courtesy of Marcella (Tharnish) Peters
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Louis AndrewTharnish And His Three Sisters (left to right) Lucille, Catherine & Philomena
Courtesy of Virginia Tharnish

Son Martin Peter (1899-1917) accidentally drowned when he was swimming
with three companions in a swimming-hole in the Coon River near Sac City in
rural Sac County. His companions tried to save him when he cried for help but
were unsuccessful. Peter graduated from Auburn High School and just six
months prior to his death he had been employed by the Farmers State Savings
Bank in Sac City.

Heisbur i ed i rSt MaryiCemete§ s Sac Co., lowa.

Martin Peter Tharnish, High School Graduation Picture
Courtesy of Virginia Tharnish
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M. P. THARNISH RIVER VICTIN

YOUNG BANK CLERK DROWNED
LAST SUNDAY EVENING.

Took Too Great Risks in Swimming—
Funeral In Catholic Church

at Auburn on Tuesday.

The swimming-hoie in the Coon river
near the city pumping station claimed
a victim last Sunday evening. FPeter
Tharnish, aged 18 years, while bathing
in ¢company with three companions,
started to swim across a deep placo
and, elther became frightened or was

r~anacled with cramps, thereby losing

control of himself, and bhis companions
© were unable to save him.

About half past cight o'clock Pcter
in company with three younger boys,
Harold Towneand, Harve Ferrill and
Marvin Green, went bathing. The
other boys could not swim & great
deal and did not suppose that he couid
do so. After they had been in the.
water about fifteen minutes Peter an-|
nounced that he would swim across
the stream and started out, with 8 !ewT
© good strokes, but instead of goh:g
across he began to go down stream |
and soon called for help. Marvin Green
tried to aid him, but Peter in his fran-|
tic struggles struck Marvin, who had
grasped him. Seeing he was being|

drawn under, Marvia was compelled |

to let go and escape from deep water,
and Peter sank out of aight. The boys
hurriedly dressed and returned to town:
to get help' Good swimmers worrel
quickly at the river, diving to find the |
body, which was at the bottom lns
about twelve feet of water. Mean-|

while physicians had been s\munoned
and the pylmotor placed in mdine-a
for an effort at resuscitation. It was
about threequarters of an hour .nrter;
the young man sank before bhis body |
was brought to the sirface by Leonard |
Austin, who found it lodged under a
{ree stump at the bottom. When it
was evident that life was extinct, the
body was taken to the undartaking
room.

The young man's parents, Mr. and |
Mre. John Thsarnish, who reside one
mile east of Coon Valley Center school-|
house were brought to the city by au-|
tomobils socn after the drowning.|
Thelr son™s body was taken to their|
home on Monday morning and the

| funeral was held in the Catholic church

at Auburn at halp past nine o'clock on |
Tuesday morning, in the presence of &
large congregation. The service was
conducted by Rov. Father Zimmerman.

————————————————— |

Thae burial took place in Oak Lawn
cometery st Aaburn,

M. FPoter Tharnish was born  cigh-
108n years ago last February near Kx-
irn, Iowa. Tho family baz resided a
number of years In the vicinity of Au-
burn. and Peter graduated a year ago
from the Auburn high school and
abowegix months ago began work as a
clerk in the Farmers Savings Iank
at Sac City. His industry, Mhtegrity
and good habits had won for him the
est¢em of his employers. He 1s sur-
vived by bis paronts, three sisters and
one brother.
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Daughter Cat her i ne 0 K &®90b-£989) Wwha thé eldest of John and
Phil omenads t hThe ¢hreagrls genetvery dose as young ladies
and did lots of things together. Catherine worked in Auburn, lowa, at a produce
and feed store when Auburn was a busy town and had many businesses. She
later came back to the farm to help her parents. She also worked for Pierce
Produce and Egg Company as a bookkeeper while attending to the needs of her
parents as they grew older. She often drove her parents around in a green
touring car that her parents owned. Her nieces and nephews remember that
their grandfather was always seated in the front and grandmother in the back.
They also remember that Aunt Catherine was a great cook. She made
everything from scratch including good breads, homemade noodles, pies, cakes
and cookies. Grandma Philomena always had something to eat when the
grandchildren wanted something in the afternoon, and it was Aunt Katie who had
made it.

After her parents passed away Catherine moved to Auburn where she purchased

a bungalow just west of the church where she was an active member. She

enjoyed painting and also worked at several restaurants. In later years her

health began to fail and s heThelastfawryearst ed Par |
of her life were spent in the nursing home in Carroll, lowa, where her sister

Lucille worked as the activities director. Catherine passed away there in 1989

and is buried in the St. Mary Cemetery in Auburn, Sac County, lowa. Catherine

never married.

Catherine Tharnish
Courtesy of Virginia Tharnish
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Daughter Philomena Mary (1909-2003) married Joseph Leo Miller in a double
marriage ceremony with her sister Lucille and John Geier on 28 April 1936 at St.
Mary Catholic Church in Auburn. Joseph and Phil omena far med .
farm west of Lohrville, Calhoun Co., lowa for over 60 years. According to their
obituaries provided by Marcella (Tharnish) Peters, Philomena learned to crochet
doilies when she was a young girl and she sold them at local stores. For 20
years she and Joseph enjoyed square dancing and they often attended state and
national square dancing conventions. Joseph also worked for a factory in Albert
City for a few years where he made grease pails. He was also a skilled carpenter
and practiced this trade as a sideline for over 45 years. Philomena and Joseph
celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary together with Lucille and Jack
Geier

The Double Ring Wedding, 1936
Lucille and John Geier and Philomena and Joseph Miller
Courtesy of Joan (Geier) Goeser
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Joseph and Philomena Mary (Tharnish) Miller
Courtesy of Maeella (Tharnish) Peters

Daughter Lucille Marie (1914-2 00 9) married John AJackod

William Geier and Agnes Rauch, in a double marriage ceremony with her sister
Philomena and Joseph Miller on 28 April 1936 at St. Mary Catholic Church in
Auburn. Jack and Lucille farmed near Breda, Carroll County, lowa until they
retired in 1970 and moved to Mount Carmel, Carroll County. Jack and Lucille
raised a family of three sons: John, Denis, and Robert. A son LeRoy passed
away about three days after his birth. Lucille was employed as the activity
director at the Carroll Center Nursing Home for thirteen years and also taught at
a country school for two years. According to her obituary she enjoyed quilting,
playing cards, gardening and fishing.

Jom fAJackd and L uc50th Anaivefsaryhl886 ni s h)
Courtesy of Joan (Geier) Goeser
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The 50" Wedding Anniversary Philomena & Joseph Miller and Lucille & Jack Geier
L To R: Joseph & Philomena (Tharnish) Miller and Lucille (Tharnish) & Jaeler.
Seated L to R:Catherine, Helena (Hann) & Louis Tharnish
Courtesy of Virginia Tharnish

Daughter Mary Ann Tharnish (1869-1 82 5) and Mat hew A5t 0 Thi

Mary Ann traveled from Dubuque Co., lowa, to Audubon County, lowa, in a covered
wagon with her parents and older brother John Henry. In 1895 Mary Ann married
Mat hew fAMatto Thielen, the son of JaStob Thi
Boniface Catholic Church, Exira, Audubon Co., lowa. Mathew came to America
and settled in Luxemburg, Dubuque County, lowa, in 1881 and a year later moved
to Audubon County and located on a farm south of Exira. In 1883 he moved north
of town to Hamlin where he and his family resided until his death. Mary Ann and
Matthew raised a family of seven children. The family is enumerated in the 1915

lowa State Census.

Transcribed 1915 lowa State Censu$
Home in 1915: Hamlin Township, Audubon Co., lowa
Household Members: Name and Age
Matt Thielen, 49 Regenia A Thielen, 15
Mary A Thielen, 45 Jacob P Thielen, 13
Bernard P Thielen, 19Celia Thielen, 10
Kathryn M Thielen, 17 Nicholas Thielen, 10
Clara K Thielen 7

Mathew passed away suddenly in 1915 after an illness of only a few days. A few
years prior to his death Mathew and Mary Ann moved back to Exira where they

3 From: http://www.ancestry.com/
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purchased a home but only remained there a short time. They were dissatisfied

with town life and moved back to the farm. Accor di ng t o Mat hewds ol
was considered one of the most successful farmers and cattle raisers in the

county. For several years he was a member of the firm of Hensley, Thielen and

Dimick stock buyers, where he established his reputation for honesty, integrity

and four squares in all his busineslg transa
Trinity Cemetery.

According to the 1920 Federal Census Mary Ann and her seven children
continued to operate the Thielen farms* in Hamlin Township. Mary Ann listed her
occupation as a farmer and reported that she worked 48 schedules (quarters) a
year on the farms. Mary Ann passed away in 1925 at the Mayo Clinic in
Rochester, Minnesota. She went to the clinic with a nurse because of a gall
bladder problem. It was not believed to be an extremely serious problem,
however, she had surgery that resulted in an infection and passed away. She is
alsoburiedinExi radés Holy Trinity Cemetery.

After her death Mathewds brother, Ni chol as v
divided up Mathew and Mary Ann's farm properties to their children. Jacob Peter
and Anna Regina each received separate 80-acre parcels, Leo Nicholas and his
twin sister Leona Cecelia received a 160-acre parcel and Bernard Peter, Clara

Catherine and Mary Catherine inherited the 280-acr e A Home Far m". Wh e
married in 1929 she took an 80-acr e separate parcel of t he
Far mo. Bernard and Mar y Cat herine "Kat hryn

remaining 200 acres. Bernard continued to live there and farm the land for a
number of years.

The 1930 Federal Census listed Bernard as operating the farm. His younger
brother Leo Nicholas, their housekeeper Anna Baker and her two children were
also living in the household. Nicholas listed his occupation as a farm laborer.
Bernard and Nichol asdé twin shershiusbandJuleeona Cec
their daughter Betty and Jul ebs brother Al b
road. Bernard married in 1931 and Leo Nicholas eventually went to live with his
ol der sisterdos family Mary Catherine AKathry

Inthelat e 193006s Bernard and Mary Catherine #fK
should be the sole owner and Bernard sold h
but he continued to live there and farm the land until he later purchased his own
farm near E xnior at. h e nfi Kaetnhtregdc roeu t i Hiohmee 2P0 mo  a
eventually gave it to her children who later sold it to their cousins the Rasmussen

family.

* According to tle 1915 lowa State Census, Mathew listed the value of his home and
farms at 98,400 dollars with encumbrances of 30, 600 dollars.
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Mary Ann Tharnish and Mathew AMatt o

Courtesy Joseph Shaw

SonBernard fABernieo Peter THIELEN
Born: 30 Dec 1895, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
Died: 09 Jun 1984, Atlantic, Cass Co., IA
Buried: Catholic Cemetery (aka Holy Trinity Cemetery), Exira, Audubon Co., IA
& Spouse: Bernice KERWIN
Born: 07 Sep 1901, Rural Audubon, Audubon Co., IA
Died: 17 Nov 1981, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
Buried: Catholic Cemetery (aka Holy Trinity Cemetery), Exira, Audubon Co., IA
Married: 11 Apr 1931, St. Patrick Catholic Church Audubon, Audubon Co., IA
DaughterMary Cat herine fAKathryno THI ELEN
Born: 12 Oct 189, Exira, Audubon Co., 1A
Died: 12 Jun 2001, Des Moines, Polk Co., IA
Buried: Glendale Cemetery, Des Moines, Polk Co., IA
& Spouse William Joseph SHAW
Born: 24 Mar 1894, Mitchellville, Polk Co., IA
Died: 24 Sep 1973, Altoona, Polk Co., IA
Buried: Glendale Cemetery, Des Moines, Polk Co., IA
Married: 06 Feb 1923, Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
DaughterAnna Regina AGeneo THI ELEN
Born: 07 Sep 1899, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
Died: 11 May 1998, Last Residence: Exira,ddbon Co., IA
Buried: Catholic Cemetery, (aka Holy Trinity Cemetery), Exira, Audubon Co., IA
& Spouse Jack BALLARD
Born: about 1900, West Virginia
Died: date undetermined
Married: 03 Mar 1927, California (divorced)
continued
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SonJacob fAJakeo Peter THI ELEN
Born: 03 Oct 1901, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
Died: 11 Apr 1982, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
Buried: Catholic Cemetery (aka Holy Trinity Cemetery), Exira, Audubon Co., IA
& Spouse Mildred DIMICK
Born: 07 Nov 1903, lowa
Died: 17 Dec 2001, last residendgxira, Audubon Co., I1A
Buried: Catholic Cemetery (aka Holy Trinity Cemetery), Exira, Audubon Co., 1A
Married: 06 May 1924, St. Patrick Catholic Church, Audubon, Audubon Co., IA
SonLeoNi chol as ANicko THI ELEN
Born: 06 l 1904, Hamlin, Audubon Co., IA
Died: 24 Apr 1959, Nevada, Story Co., IA
Buried: Holy Cross Cemetery, Farrar, Polk Co., 1A
& Spouse Eva E. LOWE
Born: 19 Mar 1917, Lexingtori,afayetteCounty, MO
Died: 21 Jan 2002, Ames, Story Co., IA
Buried Maxwell Cemetery, Story Co., IA
Married: 23 Apr 1938, St Mary Catholic Church, Elkhart, Polk Co., 1A
DaughterL.eona Cecelia fiCeled THI ELEN
Born: 06 Jul 1904, Hamlin Township, Audubon Co., IA
Died: 21 Mar 1985, Audubon, Audubon Co., IA
Buried: Holy Trinity Cemetery, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
& Spouse Julius AJuleo J. WOLF
Born: 14 Mar 1899, lowa
Died: 17 Aug 1971, Audubon Co., IA
Buried: Holy Trinity Cemetery, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
Married: 16 Nov 1927, Council Bluff, PottawattamieCIA
Daughter Clara Catherine THIELEN
Born: 01 Sep 1907, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
Died: 10 Nov 2000, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
Buried: Catholic Cemetery (aka Holy Trinity Cemetery), Exira, Audubon Co., 1A
& Spouse Chester RASMUSSEN
Born: 21 Jul1907, lowa
Died: 27 Oct 1970, last residendewa City, Johnson Co., fA
Buried: Catholic Cemetery (aka Holy Trinity Cemetery), Exira, Audubon Co., 1A
Married: 20 May 1929, Audubon, Audubon Co., IA

& Accordingto the Social Security Death Index
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The Thielen Family At The Shaw Far m, Farr
Standing left to right: Jake, Bernie and Nick Thielen
Seated left to right: Clara Rasmusssen, Gene Ballard, Cele Wolf and Kathryn Shaw
Courtesy of Joseph Shaw

The Thielen Family Bathers And Sisters
Left to right: RnCel ed (Thielen) Wolf, nGeneo (
AfJakeodo Thielen, Clara (Thielen) Rasmussen
Courtesy of Joseph Shaw
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Mat hew and MarBernaddnimmBer ingl8B-1984) married Bernice

Ker wi n, the daughter of Thomas and Catheri n
Patrick Catholic Church. Bernice was a graduate of the Mercy Hospital School of

Nursing in Council Bluffs, lowa. Bernard and Bernice farmed north of Exira until

1975 when they moved to Exira. They raised a son Thomas and a daughter

Mary Jo. The Student Health Services building at lowa State University is named

in honor of their son Tom who was the Vice President of Student Affairs.

Daughter Mary Cat her i ne A[AIBBWR20Wt)ynao r i ed Wil liam ABil I
Shaw, t he son of Ti mot hy and Mar gar et i Ma
Cat heri ne fKat hidowanSiatefTeachers Coflegd fa ong gedr and

then graduated after three more years from Drake University in Des Moines,

lowa, majoring in history and education. After graduation she taught civics and

history at lowa high schools (two years at Stuart and half a year at Fontanelle)

but resigned when she married William. In 1930 according to the Federal

Census they were livinginSt uart Ci ty, Gut hrie County, | 0\
his occupation as farming. The couple later moved to a farm near Farrar in Polk

County. They raised a family of two sons, James and Joseph and two daughters

Jeanne and Mary Ann. AKat hryndso brother Le
and was considered as one of the family mem
Joseph considered Nicholas as a brother. In 1957, the couple moved from their

farm near Farrar to a home in Altoona, lowa.

! Mary Catherine AKathryno (
. Courtesy Joseph Shaw

Daughter Anna Regi n d188-C¥®W3marri ed James AJacko M.
1927 in San Francisco, California. According to the 1930 Federal Census James

and Anna were living in Glendale, Los Angeles Co., California. Jach listed his

occupation as a cabinetmaker for a furniture company. Dur i ng t he 3006s Jac
a difficult time finding work so they eventually moved to an 80-acre farm north of

Exira, lowa, that Gene had inherited. Jack was not much of a farmer and Gene

did a lot of the farm work herself. She had a lot of spirit and always made

everyone feel at home. Their sons Richard and Robert never took up farming and

preferred the carpentry trade.

When Gene was about 40 years old her eyesight was very poor and by 60 she
was blind. Because she owned a farm she was not eligible for state assistance
unless she gave the farm to the state. This she refused to do. She tied a rope
from the house to the barnyard gate and another to the barn so she could find
her way to milk her cows and gather eggs. Eventually the state did provide
assistance. She finally moved into the Exira Nursing Home where she lived her
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last 3 or 4 years. She is buried in the Catholic Cemetery in Exira,

SonJacob fJak ¢801-1P&) and Mildred Dimick, the daughter of

Calvin and Eva Dimick, were married in 1924
Church. According to the 1925 lowa State Census taken in January they were
living in a rented homein EXx i r a. Jacobdés obituary notes

lived in California for two and one-half years and then returned to Audubon
County where Jacob was engaged in farming and the livestock business. He was
a member of the 50-year club of the Omaha Livestock Exchange. Mildred and
Jacob raised a family of one son, John, and two daughters Charlotte and Mary
Coleen who passed away in 1969.

SonLeo Ni chol #904-1f9B9) an# bis twin sister Leona Cecelia were

born in July of 1904 in Hamlin, Audubon County, lowa. After his older brother

Bernard married, Ni cholas eventually went t
Mary Catherine AKathryno and William Shaw ir
worked for William for one or two years on the farm and later moved with the

family to the Farrar area in 1934. In nearly every respect the Shaw family
considered Nicholas as fAone of the familyo.
be an older brother.

Nick married Missouri-born Eva Elizabeth Lowe in 1938 at St . Maryodos Cat hol
Church. Eva was the daughter of Millard Lowe and Louretta Looney. In 1930

Eva, and her brother Hansel were living with their stepfather Welden Beagan and

their mother in Indian Creek Township, Story County, lowa. For a year or two

after Nicholas and Eva married they lived in a house on the Shaw farm. Nicholas

then started to farm on his own on a farm he rented for one or two years just

north of Des Moines. The family then moved to a rented farm one or two miles

south of Maxwell where they live for a couple of years. Nicholas then retired

from farming and the family moved to Maxwell where Nicholas began working for

the Donnelley Corporation.

Ni chol as and Eva raised two children Lawr e
Nicholas passed away in 1959 of cancer and is buried in the Holy Cross

Cemetery in Farrar, Polk County, lowa. According to his obituary, he and Eva

Amoved to town in 1948 and he had been empl
Corporation for nine yediragsa. ADEc& ol aMi éd i mar
and recently passed away in 2002. She is buried in the Maxwell Cemetery,

Daughter Le ona Ce c el (1984-1886)atterded country school and after

graduation from Exira High School she taught at Hamlin Center and Green

Schools near Exira. In 1927 she married Julius "Jule" J. Wolf, the son of Jens

and Carrie Wolf, i n Counci l Bl uffs, | owa. C
in Hamlin Township. They raised two daughters, Betty and Harriet; and three

sons Philip, James and David. Two children, Charles and Rosemary died as
infants. After AJuleodo passed away in 1971,
farm until she became a resident of the Manning Plaza In Manning, lowa.
According to her 19 8&9fthe brigihalresidents of theExiawa s o n
Care Center when it opened, and remained t he
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Leona Cecelia ACeled (Thielen)
Mary Catherine AKathryno (Thielen) Shaw
Courtesyof Joseph Shaw

Daughter Clara (1901-2000) also attended Drake University graduating in two
years with a Primary Cour se. Accor di
the Pocahontas, (Pocahontas County), lowa, Public School for two years. In the
fall of 1928, she taught in the Adair Public School (Adair and Guthrie Counties,
lowa). At the end of the school year on May 20, 1929, she was united in

Wo |
on

ng

f on
t he

t o h

marriage to Chester Rasmussen in Audubon. o

Nel son and | aomyyed FRad muwns sfieTh o f Exira.
Federal census, Chester and Clara and their first-born daughter Mary Patricia
were living in Beaver, Guthrie Co., lowa. They raised a family of five daughters,
Mary, Martha, Kathryn, Toni and Sheila; and seven sons, Charles, Leo, Richard,
John, Gary, Frank and Michael. When most of the children were raised, Clara
returned to teaching and taught in rural Audubon schools and the Exira
Community Schools. After Chester passed away in 1970, Clara continued to live
on the family farm until 1976 when she moved to Exira. In 1998 she became a
resident of the Exira Care Center.

Son Henry Anthony Tharnish (1871-1935) and Elizabeth Nepper (1875-1956)

Henry married Elizabeth Nepper, the daughter of Anton Nepper and Mary
Elizabeth Venticher, on January 16, 1895 in Exira, Audubon Co., lowa. Elizabeth
had recently moved to Exira from Carroll County with her parents.

Following his marriage to Elizabeth, Henry engaged in farming in the Exira
vicinity. The 1895 lowa State Census for Greeley, Audubon County, lists Henry
and Elizabeth living in a dwelling also occupied by the Goodwin and Reiter

families and adjacent to Henryods parents
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The 1900 Federal Census shows Henry and Elizabeth with three children,
Ernest, Henry and Mary, living on a farm in Greeley Township adjacent to
Henryds brother John and his wife Phil omena.

In 1910 Henry and Elizabeth and their eight children moved to Creighton, Knox
County, Nebraska. In that year they purchased a farm just west of town so their
children would be near a school to receive a Christian education.

Transcribed 1910 United States Federal Census®
Home in 1910: Creighton, Knox, Nebraska
Household Members:

Name and Age

Henry Tharnish 37 Albert Tharnish 8
Lizzie Tharnish 35 Caroline Tharnish 6
Ernest Tharnish 13 Martha Tharnish 5
Henry Tharnish 11 Leo Tharnish 3
Mary Tharnish 10 Elizabeth Tharnish 2

Three more children were born after the 1910 census.

Later the family moved to a farm five miles west of town, which he held until his
death in 1935. According to his obituary he passed away at the Mt. Marty
Hospital in Yankton, Yankton Co., South Dakota, where he was hospitalized. His
deathresultedfrom Br i ght 6s di sease andédeacimespl i cat i ons

Elizabeth passed away in 1956 following a stroke at the age of 80. Son Elmer,
and daughters Mary and Martha preceded their mother in death. Elizabeth was a
member of the Catholic Daughters of America and a charter member of the
Thursday Club. Henry and Elizabeth are both buried at the St. Ludger Cemetery
in Creighton.

Henry and Elizabeth were the parents of eleven children:

> From: http://www.ancestry.com/
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Son Ernest Peter THARNISH

Born: 17 Sep 1896, ExitaAudubon Co., IA

Died: 15 May 1983, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

Buried: St. Ludger Catholic Cemetery, Creighton, Knox Co., NE
& Spouse: Julia T. HUIGENS

Born: 06 Jun 1897, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

Died: 14 Dec 2007, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

Buried: St. Ludger Catholic Cemetery, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

Married: 21 May 1918, St. Ludger Catholic Church, Creighton, Knox Co., NE
Son Henry Anthony THARNISH

Born: 21 Oct 1898, Exira, Audubon Co., IA

Died: 10 Mar 1986, Creighton, KixoCo., NE

Buried: St. Ludger Catholic Cemetery, Creighton, Knox Co., NE
& Spouse: Martha Leona Christianson BLAIR

Born: 06 May 1906, Walnut, Knox Co., NE
Died: undetermined
Married: 14 Nov 1923, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

Divorced: 06 Feb1937
Daughter Mary Augusta THARNISH

Born: 27 Oct 1899, Exira, Audubon Co., IA

Died: 21 Sep 1953, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

Buried: St. Ludger Catholic Cemetery, Creighton, Knox Co., NE
& Spouse: Otto William BALLEWEG

Born: 25 Dec 1895, €eighton, Knox Co., NE

Died: 24 Sep 1974, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

Buried: St. Ludger Catholic Cemetery, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

Married: 23 Jun 1920, Creighton, Knox Co., NE
Son Albert Peter THARNISH

Born: 12 Oct 1901, Exira, Audubon CdA

Died: 31 May 1976, Norfolk, Madison Co., NE

Buried: St. Ludger Catholic Cemetery, Creighton, Knox Co., NE
& Spouse: Marie Francis WORTMAN

Born: 10 Apr 1902, Pilger, Stanton Co., NE

Died: 15 Jul 1981, Stromburg, Polk Co., NE

Buried: St. Ludger Catholic Cemetery, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

Married: 24 Jan 1923, Creighton, Knox Co., NE
Daughter Caroline Cecelia THARNISH

Born: 21 Mar 1903, Exira, Audubon Co., IA

Died: 21 Nov 1969, Brainard, Butler Co., NE

Buried: MountCalvary Cemetery, Omaha, Douglas Co., NE
Daughter Martha Susan THARNISH

Born: 10 Jul 1904, Exira, Audubon Co., IA

Died: 26 Oct 1955, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

Buried: St. Ludger Catholic Cemetery, Creighton, Knox Co., NE
& Spouse Orville STOLP

Born: 09 Sep 1904, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

Died: 20 Jan 1990, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

Buried: St. Ludger Catholic Cemetery, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

Married: 15 Feb 1928, Creighton, Knox Co., NE
Son Leo Anton THARNISH

Born: 28 Aug 196, Exira, Audubon Co., IA
Died: 27 Oct 1998, Lincoln, Lancaster Co., NE
Buried: Lincoln Memorial Park, Lancaster, NE continued

35



& Spouse: Thelma Ellen STUBBEN
Born: 18 Jan 1909, Sparta, Knox Co., NE
Died: 10 Jun 1998, Scottsbluff, NE
Buried: Lincoln Memorial Park, Lincoln, Lancaster Co., NE
Married: 28 May 1929, St. Ludger Catholic Church, Creighton, Knox Co., NE
Daughter Elizabeth Mary THARNISH
Born: 04 Jan 1908, Exira, Audubon Co., 1A
Died: 13 Jun 2005, Creighton,néx Co., NE
Buried: St. Ludger Catholic Cemetery, Creighton, Knox Co., NE
& Spouse: John MATHINE
Born: 25 Nov (or Dec) 19G1Randolf, Cedar Co., NE
Died: 13 Jul 1969, last residendereighton, Knox Co., NE
Buried: St. Ludger Catholic Ceatery, Creighton, Knox Co., NE
Married: 26 Jan 1927, Creighton, Knox Co., NE
Son Joseph George THARNISH
Born: 16 Jul 1910, Exira, Audubon Co., 1A
Died: 14 Apr 1982, Winnetoon, Knox Co., NE
Buried: St. Ludger Catholic Cemetery, Creightinpx Co., NE
& Spouse Clara Catherine ZILA (still living)

Married: 26 Aug 1940, Creighton, Knox Co., NE
Daughter Emily Helena THARNISH

Born: 12 Feb 1915, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

Died: 29 Nov 1983, Palm Springs Riverside Co., CA

Buried: Calary Cemetery, Sioux City, Woodbury Co., IA
& Spouse: Walter Joseph BOYLE

Born: 29 Oct 1918, Sioux City, Woodbury Co., IA

Died: 22 Jul 1979, Sioux City, Woodbury Co., IA

Buried: Calvary Cemetery, Sioux City, Woodbury Co., IA

Married: 14 Aug 1939, St. Ludger Catholic Church, Creighton, Knox Co., NE
Son Elmer Henry THARNISH

Born: 16 Mar 1917, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

Died: 25 Feb 1929, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

Buried: St. Ludger Catholic Cemetery, Creighton, Knox Co., NE

& Deeember is reported on the Social Security Death Index. Family members report November.

TheHenry and Elizabeth Tharnish Family

Stan Boyle

Henry and El iEznedt @étdr @1896-K983h was born in Audubon
County, lowa, and moved with his parents in 1910 to Knox County, Nebraska. In
1918 he married Nebraska-born Julia T. Huigens, the daughter of John Huigens
and Mary Fitzler, at Creightonodés St

1920 Federal Census, Ernest was farming in Bazile Township in Antelope
County, Nebraska. Henry continued farming until 1954 when he and Julia moved
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to a home in Creighton. They raised a family of eight daughters, Gertrude,
Pauline, Irene, Ruth, Margaret, Ann, Pat and Rita; and six sons, Raymond, John,
Ernest, Alfred, Elmer and Robert. Ernest sang in the church choir, played the
trumpet in the Creighton City Band and was a violinist. He truly loved music.
Ernest and Julia also operated a direct marketing business for 13 years selling
Raleigh products throughout Knox County. Julia also worked for the Liberty
Newspaper and played the piano in an orchestra that provided music for silent
movies at a local movie theater.

Ernest passed away in 1983 and Julia in December of 2007. Both are buried in
the St. Ludger Catholic Cemetery in Creighton. Julia deserves special
recognition. When she celebrated her 110™ birthday on June 6™, 2007, she was
the oldest living Nebraskan. She had 75 grandchildren, 165 great grandchildren
and more than 60 great-great grandchildren. All six of her sons and eight of her
sons-in-laws were in the military service at one time or another.

Julia remembered seeing Indians roaming the countryside because there were
few fences in the early days and one time she remembered sharing freshly
butchered pork with them. She loved to play the piano. Her daughter Anna
remembers at least on one occasion the family hauled the piano into the hayloft
of a newly constructed barn, and her mother played for a dance. She loved
waltzes, polkas, and all the classics. After Julia put herself in a nursing home at
age 100, she continued to play once a week in the nursing home lobby for the
next four years.

Ernest Peter and Julia (Huigens) Tharnish Julia (Huigens) Tharnish, 110 years young
Courtesy of Marcella (Tharnish) Peters
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Obituary
Omaha World Herald

December 15, 2007; Creighton, NBErfaha World Heralg - -
Nebraska's oldest citizedulia (Huigens) Tharnish, died Thursday
at the Creighton Care Center. She was 110. Tharnish died just|a few
hours after learning that daughter Pauline McMaine had died.
McMaine, 85, lived across the hall from Tharnish at thee@senter.

Tharnish had 14 children, helped her husband on the farm, and played
the piano until she was 104. She was born on a farm near Crejghton
and was one of eight children. As a teen, she wrote for the |local

newspaper, worked in a variety store and/@thpiano for silent films
shown at the local theater.

She married Ernest Tharnish in 1915, and the couple farmed in the
Creighton area until 1954. Then they moved to town and operdated a
direct marketing business, selling household supplies to farmers|door
to-door.

"She was a great lady,” said Granddaughter Monica Eby of Omaha.

"She had a sense of humor all the way to the end. She decided|to put
herself in the nursing home at age 100. She played piano for a good
four years after that. She loved waltzes kps| and all the classics.
She played the piano in the lobby once a week."

Tharnish's daughter Anna Schumacher of North Platte, NE, recalled
at least one occasion when the family hauled the piano into the
hayloft of a newly constructed barn, and her Mothkyed for a
dance. "They made their own fun,” she said of her parents.

Schumacher described her Mother as patient and slow to angern. "She
was always good for helping at the church, bake sales and whatever
they needed," she said.

Tharnish's husband diedn i1983. Her survivors include Sons
Raymond, Elmer, and John, all of Lincoln; Robert of Elgin, NE, and
Ernest Jr. of Northglenn, CO; Daughters Gertrude Effle, Rita Wagner,
and Pat Neumann, all of Creighton, Margaret Hansen of O'Neill,| NE,
Irene Thomas of Dkas, TX, and Ruth Jankiewicz of Chaska, MN; |75
Grandchildren, about 165 Great Grandchildren, and more than 60
Great GreatGrandchildren

Son Henry Anthony (Jr.) (1898-1986) also moved with his parents to Nebraska
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in 1910. His World War | Draft Registration Card indicates that in 1918 he was a
student at Creighton College and that his left arm was paralyzed. He met his
future bride Martha Leona Christenson Blair and married her in 1923. Prior to his
marriage he was a feed salesman for Northwestern Buyers in Kansas City.
Martha was the daughter of John C. Blair and Alma Sorensen. According to the
1930 Federal Census, the couple and their three children, Marceline, Alma and

Car ol and Mart haos sister Mi |l dr ed, wer e

occupation as a salesman. Henry and Martha divorced in 1937. According to

Henryds 1986 Soci al Security DWiarerhTrigpecor d

Co., South Dakota. The St. Ludger Cemetery records show that he is buried in
the plot with his parents Henry and Elizabeth and his younger brother Elmer.

Henry A. Tharnish
Courtesy of Virginia Tharnish

Daughter Mary Augusta (1899-1953) married Otto William Balleweg, the son of
William and Kate Balleweg, in 1920. Otto enlisted in the U. S. Army in May of
1916 and upon his discharge in 1917 he opened a barbershop in Creighton. He
was an active member of the Creighton Volunteer Fire Department for 50 years.

I n 1962 he retired from his barber busi

Pool Hall for his son. Mary and Otto raised a family of two sons, Eugene and
Francis and two daughters, Loretta and Bernadette. Their son Eugene had polio
as a young child so his cousins would pull him in a wagon to school or in bad
weather carry him on their backs.

Son Albert Peter (1901-1976) married Marie Francis Wortman in 1923 in
Creighton, Knox County, Nebraska. She was the daughter of Henry and Mary
Wortman. The young couple first lived in Creighton according to the 1930
Federal Census. Albert listed his occupation as a commercial salesman of
bathroom fixtures. In 1955 they moved to Norfolk, which was their last residence

at the time of Al bert 6s deat h i n 1976.

retired plumber and he and Marie had lived in Norfolk for 21 years. He was
preceded in death by his daughter Alberta. Marie passed away in 1981.
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Albert and Marie raised a family of three sons, Edward, Paul and Norbert and two
daughters, Alberta and Mary Ann.

Albert P. Tharnish Marie (Wortman) Tharnish

Daughter Caroline Cecelia (1903-1969) joined the Order of Sisters of St. Francis

taking her vows on August 22,1935, with the religious name of Sister M. Rosaline

She began teaching at Marietta Catholic School in Bellwood, Butler County,

Nebraska and in the fall 1961 she transferred to Aquinas Catholic High School in

David City in Butler County. According to present-day Aquinas staff, she taught

Engl i sh, Latin, al gebra and economics. S h e
Chairperson and Director of the Drama Club and the Latin Club.

On Friday, November 21, 1969, she and two other Sisters from the Marietta
Parish in Bellwood were involved in a fatal automobile accident when their car
slipped off the shoulder on US 30-A and plunged 50 feet into a creek bed about
two miles east of Brainard in Butler County. All three perished. It was reported
that a piece of the windshield glass was encased in a glass box and placed on
the side alter at the Marietta Parish church as a memorial to the three Sisters.

e

Sister Roealine Tharnish
Daughter Martha Susan (1904-1955) married Orville Stolp in 1928 at
Creightondés St . Ludger Catholic Church. Or

4C



Abbie Irwin. The couple first settled in Bazile Township, Antelope Co., Nebraska,
where Orville was engaged in farming. Martha and Orville raised a family of
three children, Kenneth Glen, Barbara Faye and William Orville. Martha passed
away in 1955 and Orville in 1990. They are both buried in the St. Ludger
Cemetery in Creighton.

Son Leo Anton (1906-1998) married Thelma Ellen Stubben in 1929. She was
the daughter of Edward Stubben and Lydia Seiler. According to the 1930
Federal Census, the couple and their five-month-old child Maxine were living at
the William Frank residence in Raymond, Knox Co., Nebraska. Leo reported his
occupation as a farm laborer and Thelma was listed as a servant. Thelma
passed away in June of 1998. She was a retired schoolteacher and she also
worked for the Elgin Watch Company and the Russell Stover Candy Company in

Lincoln. Their other chil d ILeorserved withh ec ede d
the fire and crash station at the Lincoln Air Force Base in World War Il and was a
dairyman at Robertdés Dairy. He wifksHean avid

passed away in October of 1998.

Daughter Elizabeth Mary (1908-2005) graduated from the St. Ludger Academy
in 1926 and in 1927 married John Mathine at the St. Ludger Catholic Church in
Creighton. John was the son of Frank and Anna Mathine. Elizabeth was a
member the Council of Catholic Women and Catholic daughters of America. The
couple raised twelve children: James, Roseline, Dale, Betty, Norma, Mary Lou,
Jack, Bob, Jerry, Judy, Lenny and Pat. Elizabeth passed away in 2005 and was
preceded in death by her husband who passed away in 1969 and son James in
1999.. Both Elizabeth and John are buried in the St. Ludger Catholic Cemetery
in Creighton.

Son Joseph George (1910-1982) married Clara Catherine Zila in 1940 in
Creighton, Nebraska. Joseph farmed in the Creighton community until 1959
when he and Clara moved to Winnetoon in Knox County. Joseph also worked in
the construction field for a number of years. They raised six daughters, Joann,
Arlene Emily, Caroline Clara, Elaine Mary, Bernita Clara and Janice Fay; and
three sons Donald George, Stephen Ernest and Alan Joseph. Their ninety-five-
year-old mother Clara named them off in rapid succession faster than the author
could record them. Joseph passed away in 1982. Clara still resides in Nebraska.

Daughter Emily Helena (1915-1983) was born in Nebraska. In 1939 she
married Walter Joseph Boyle, the son of Domonic Boyle and Elizabeth Mahr.
Emily attended St. Lugar Academy at Creighton and Creighton University in
Omaha, Nebraska. She taught school in rural Nebraska schools and at St.
Boniface and Immaculate Conception Schools in Sioux City.  According to
Wal t er 0s 1979 o0aWU.% Lhany yetefare hawrg sserved in the
Philippines. He worked for 12 years at Swift & Co. and had been a realtor for 31
years and owner of Boyle Companies, which was a family owned corporation of
nursing homes in lowa, Nebraska, Kansas, and California. Emily and Walter
raised six sons, Stanley, Richard, Timothy, David, Michael and Daniel and one
daughter Marilyn. Walter passed away in 1979 at his home in Sioux City and
Emily at her winter residence in Palm Springs, California, in 1983. Both are
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buried in the Calvary Cemetery in Sioux City, lowa. They have 22 grandchildren.

Walter and Emily (Tharnish) &/le
Courtesy of Tim Boyle

Son Elmer Henry (1917-1929) was also born in Nebraska. At the age of eleven

he suffered a throat infection, which resulted in his death due to choking. His

1929 obituary notes fAhe was a st uamostt
likeable young boy, and was a favorite among his companions and school

associates. He was readily recognized for his pleasant smile and was a lover of

all outdoor sportso.

Daughter Catherine Tharnish (1893-1942) and Albert Neal South (1865-1917)

Cat herine married Al Dbert Ne al South
Catholic Church. Albert was the son of William C. South and Angeline Susannah
McGindley. According to the 1915 lowa State Census, Catherine and Albert and
their two children, Bernadette and Peter, were living in Exira. Albert listed his
occupation as a mechanic and Catherine was a clerk in a store.

Albert passed away in 1917. According to the 1920 Federal Census, Catherine
and her two children were living on East Street in Carroll, Carroll Co., lowa. Her
nephew Louis Tharnish was also living with the family. Catherine was working as
a saleslady in a dry goods store and Louis worked in a ladder factory. According
to the 1925 lowa State Census, Catherine was living with her son on Court Street
in Carroll. Bernadette was no longer living in the home. By 1930 according to the
Federal Census, Catherine was living in Des Moines, Polk Co., lowa, with her
son Peter and his wife Leone and their one-year-old daughter Patricia. According

at

n

St .

190

toher sister Ceceliabs 1936 obituary Catherir

with her son Peter. Catherine passed away in 1942 and is buried in the Holy
Trinity Cemetery in Exira.
Daughter Bernadette SOUTH
Born: about 1902, lowa
Died: 16 Sep 1958, lllinois
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Buried: Glendale Cemetery, Des Moines, Polk Co. IA

& Spouse: Bernard fABeno Siepker
Born: about 1901, lowa
Died: 16 Sep 1958, lllinois

Buried: Glendale Cemetery, Des Moines, Polk Co. IA
Son Peter SOUTH

Born: about 1905, low
Died: undetermined
& Spouse: Leone undetermined maiden name
Born: about 1901, lowa
Died: undetermined

Married: about 1927

Daughter Bernadette mar r i ed Bernard ABeno Siepker

children. They often attended family gathering in Des Moines. Early one morning
in 1958 Ben and Bernadette were killed in an automobile accident in Southern
lllinois on their way to Florida.

Son Peter married Leone about 1927. The couple first settled in Des Moines,
Polk County, lowa, where Peter was a salesman. The 1930 Federal Census
shows Peter and Leone and their one-year-old daughter Patricia living in Des

A

Moi nes. Peter 6s mot her Cat herine was

Cecelia (Tharnish) Mc Nal | ysdliging in n8ighapolis, i t uar y

al

n
1

Marion County, Il ndi ana. It is also suspect

also living with Peter and Leone in Indianapolis.

Daughter Anna Tharnish (1879-1937) and John Kommes (1874-1958)

Anna married John Kommes on 13 Febr uar y 1901, at Exi

Roman Catholic Church. John was born in Luxembourg, the son of John
Kommes and Margaret Nichols. The family, consisting of the parents and four
sons, John Jr., Pierre, Anthony and Frank, left Luxembourg in 1885 due to
shortage of food and employment, looking for a better life in America. In the
1895 lowa census records, the family was living in Audubon County, lowa.

Anna Tharnish and John Kommes Wedding
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Anna (Tharnish) and John Kommes
Courtesy of Ken Kommes

According to the 1930 census John and Anna and their three children, Albert,
Margaret and Francis, were farming in Marion Township, Plymouth County, lowa.
They eventually moved to the Le Mars and Oyens area in Plymouth Co., where
they were members of the St. Catherine Church in the Luxembourg settlement of
Oyens. After Anna passed away in 1937, John continued to live in Le Mars until
his death in 1958. In 1946 he purchased a home built about 1938 located at 709
Second Street SE, which he later sold to his daughter Margaret in 1956. Her
estate sold the home in 2003. The home has recently been restored to its
original 1938 condition by its present owners and was recently featured on a tour
by the Le Mars Historic Preservation Commission and the Plymouth County
Historical Museum.

The John KommeResidence (1946956)
Le Mars, Plymouth County, lowa
Sentinel photo by Beverly Van BusRirk

Son Albert J. KOMMES

6 http://www.lemarssentinel.com/story/1536402.html
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Born: 10 Jun 1903, Exira, Audubon Co., IA

Died: 16 Jan 1985, Le Mars, Plymouth Co., IA

Buried: St. JosepéNMass, FGmduth @d.,IAc Cemet ery, L
& Spouse: Mabel LUKEN

Born: 29 Dec 1907, lowa
Died: 24 Sep 1974, Last residente: Mars, Plymouth Co., IA
Buried: St. Josephds Catholic Cemetery, Le

Married 20 Jan 1932, St. Catherine Catbdhurch, Oyens, Plymouth Co., IA
Daughter Margaret KOMMES
Born: 08 Jul 1905, Oyens, Plymouth Co., IA
Died: 25 Oct 2002, Oyens, Plymouth Co., IA
Buried: St. Catherine Catholic Church Cemetery, Oyens, Plymouth Co., IA
& Spouse: Joseph THILL
Born: 03 Dec 1902, lowa
Died: 02 Dec 1969
Buried: St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery, Le Mars, Plymouth Co., IA
Married 1965
Son Francis KOMMES
Born: 15 Sep 1910, Oyens, Plymouth Co., IA
Died: 12 Jul 1965, Madison, Lake Co., SD
Buried: Maison, Lake Co., SD
& Spouse: Natalie VOUGHT (still living)

Son Albert (1903-1985) married Mabel Luken, the daughter of Henry and Lizzie
Luken. They raised ten children: Donald, Kenneth, Richard, Delores, Mary Ann,
twins Lawrence and Loretta, Florence, Leonard and LaVonne. Mabel passed
away in 1974 and Albert in 1985. Both are buried in the St. Joseph Catholic
Cemetery in Le Mars, Plymouth County, lowa.

Albert and Mabel Kommes
Courtesy of Ken Kommes

Daughter Margaret (1905-2002) married Joseph Thill late in life. Joseph was the
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